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    Teach the American Revolution in New York! 


The Legend of Sleepy Hollow Storyteller Jonathan Kruk, 
captivates 7th graders with Sleepy Hollow’s haunted history. to teach the 
American Revolution. This  interactive storytelling program, for 7th 
graders, uses Washington’s Irving’s ghost stories  to “jumpstart” students 
into learning about the causes, and struggles New Yorkers faced in the 
American Revolution. 

    What Sleepy Hollow’s Ghost Stories Reveal … 

 Every ghost story in Sleepy Hollow has a story revealing those “trying times” in Revolutionary New York. Your 
students will listen, leap, and learn to  five thrilling tales showing what caused colonists to rebel, and what happened 
here in Westchester.  They’ll  get to  examine the geographic and strategic importance of  New York in the struggle to 
create the new nation.  Teachers will get help meeting state curriculum standards.  

The Specters Stories  

~ The origin story of  the iconic Headless Horseman dramatizes the dangers colonists faced during the war, with a 
that Hessian solider chasing those  rebelling against the King.  

~ The Ghostly Wailing Woman in White gives a harsh lesson in Quartering and war time conditions. 

~ The  invisible spirit of  Major John André, how his  traitorous plot with Benedict Arnold almost to surrender Fort 
West Point to the British almost ended the American cause for Liberty.  

~ Meeting Mother Hulda, the “Witch of  the Revolution” gives the causes of  those “trying times.” It’s a story skit 
showing the consequences of  being a Loyalist or Patriot.  

Jonathan Kruk, M.A. Educational Theater,, is the master storyteller known for solo shows of   The Legend of  
Sleepy Hollow. Featured on CBS Sunday Morning, The Today Show & Travel Channel he’s author of  Legends & 
Lore of  Sleepy Hollow. He is a career BOCES approved teaching artist.  

PROGRAM NOTES: 

~ One hour assembly for all seventh 
graders $500.  
~  Class Workshop $100.  
~ Meets Social Studies Standards on 
colonial and Revolutionary NY 
~ Interactive Haunted History 
~ Q&A Session, writing prompts 
~ Primary Sources for Students.  
~ Vocabulary & Idioms List  
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